
 
 
 
 

MINUTES 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

April 18, 2017 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm.  
 
Present:   Mayor: Marty Schneider; Council: Tom Skjaret, Jahn Dyvik, and Michelle Jerde 
 
Staff Present:   City Administrator: Scott Weske; Public Works Director: Jason Goehring; and 

City Clerk: Jeanette Moeller 
 
Absent:   Council: Kurt Kaminski (with prior notice) 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS - LONG LAKE NEWS, MEETING REVIEW AND UPDATES 
Mayor Schneider offered the following comments and updates: 
 
On March 7, Mayor Schneider attended a regional council of local area mayors’ meeting at Wayzata 
City Hall.  Hennepin County Commissioner Jan Callison spoke, presenting the County’s current vision 
to attendees.  She also spoke to the County Road 112 project and committed to extending her 
resources to assist in minimizing disruption as much as possible.  Senator David Osmek and 
Representative Jerry Hertaus provided updates regarding state legislative news and perspectives.    
 
On March 10, Mayor Schneider attended a Wayzata Crime Prevention Coalition meeting at the 
Wayzata Police offices.  The Coalition has a new Board and is looking to be more active in offering 
community outreach and educational opportunities. 
 
On April 12, in conjunction with the Long Lake Area Chamber of Commerce general business 
meeting at Long Lake Fire Station 1, Hennepin County project representatives Paul Backer and Nick 
Kim gave a presentation to discuss the latest known “ins and outs” of the County Road 112 
reconstruction project as the project is now underway. 
 
The Long Lake Earth Day Cleanup event has been scheduled to take place on Saturday, April 22 
from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon.  Participants will meet at Lakeside Wine & Spirits, enjoy light 
refreshments, and then will spread out around parks and community gathering spaces.  Trash bags 
and safety vests for the cleanup efforts have been provided by Hennepin County. 
 
APPROVE AGENDA 
A motion was made by Skjaret, seconded by Jerde, to approve the Agenda as presented.  Ayes:  all. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
The Consent Agenda consisted of: 

A. Approve Minutes of April 4, 2017 City Council Work Session 
B. Approve Minutes of April 4, 2017 City Council Meeting 
C. Receive Minutes of March 21, 2017 Economic Development Authority Meeting 
D. Receive Unofficial Draft Minutes of April 11, 2017 Planning Commission Meeting 
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E. Approve Vendor Claims and Payroll 
F. Accept the Resignation of Firefighter Lukas Stuemke From the Long Lake Fire Department 
G. Adopt Resolution No. 2017-17 Approving the Decertification of Tax Increment Financing 

District No. 1-5 of the City of Long Lake 
 
A motion was made by Skjaret, seconded by Dyvik, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  
Ayes:  all. 
 
OPEN CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Mike Bash, 1680 Bollum Lane – Mr. Bash, a former Long Lake City Council member and City 
Mayor, indicated that he is employed as the CFO of utility provider company Conexus Energy.  
Conexus is in the middle of conducting their own meter changeout project, replacing up to 500 
meters a day or 10,000 in the next month.  Their meter technology also enables wireless radio 
transmission of meter readings from homes to their offices.  Similar to Long Lake, they have 
encountered customers who believe the radio transmission equipment in their homes would be 
harmful.  While his company’s research have found no scientific proof of harm by the technology 
and believe the system to be a safe product, there will always be those individuals who personally 
disagree.  The question his company faced is how to provide and “opt out” for those specific 
individuals.  He commended Public Works Director Goehring and the City Council for offering a good 
alternative in the form of meters to be installed on the outside of a house as an option for those 
concerned.  Regarding the item on the agenda tonight to consider implementation of a manual 
utility reading fee, he encouraged the Council to consider the actual cost of manual reading and 
suggested any punitive approach be avoided.  In his opinion, the $75 fee proposed for consideration 
would seem high.    
 
Mary Shearer, Treasurer of Southwood Shores Townhouse Association – Ms. Shearer 
referred to the trees scheduled to be removed in the landscaped berm along Wayzata Boulevard W, 
and indicated that Southwood Shores would be interested in possibly preserving trees for use on 
their property.  Mayor Schneider stated that Council had directed staff to look into preservation and 
relocation of the trees; however Public Works had learned that the landscaped berm was filled with 
very complex utility lines rendering it difficult or impossible in places to remove trees with the tree 
spade equipment needed.  Public Works Director Goehring added that after further review, the close 
proximity of utility lines to the trees would not make removing trees feasible, with the exception of a 
few of the Princeton Elm trees.  Mayor Schneider indicated that if the townhome association would 
like to pursue preservation of any trees that can be feasibly removed and transplanted, they would 
be welcome to reach out to Goehring for further assistance. 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS 
 
Resolution of Support for the Hennepin County Sheriff Department’s #NOverdose 
Campaign 
Police Chief Risvold reported that in response to a rise in opioid-related deaths in Hennepin County 
in recent years, the Hennepin County Sheriff’s Office has initiated a year-long campaign called 
“#NOverdose” which focuses on four key messages: (1) Opioid-related deaths have reached crisis 
levels; (2) Every opioid-related death in Hennepin County is tragic and every one is preventable; (3) 
Public awareness can reduce abuse and save lives; and (4) Strong partnerships will help to reduce 
the number of opioid-related deaths in 2017. 
 
The Wayzata Police Department strongly supports this program, and will be participating in National 
Prescription Drug Take Back Day on Saturday, April 29 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.  Wayzata Police 
will be staffing prescription drug drop-off sites to be located at both Long Lake City Hall and at the 
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Wayzata Fire Department. On National Prescription Drug Take Back Day the year prior, literally tons 
of prescription medications were collected nationwide.  He reflected that times have changed, and 
where burglars used to steal jewelry, they now steal prescription drugs from medicine cabinets as a 
priority.   
 
Long Lake residents, and any individuals from surrounding areas, will be welcome to drop off their 
prescription drugs at collection events anonymously.  Materials collected will be placed into a 
collection box and removed for incineration at the end of the day. 
 
A motion was made by Schneider, seconded by Skjaret, to adopt Resolution No. 2017-14 in support 
for the Hennepin County Sheriff’s Office #NOverdose drug abuse awareness and prevention public 
awareness campaign.  Ayes:  all.     
  
Public Hearing: Consider Adoption of Ordinance Amending the Long Lake Code of 
Ordinances, Chapter 26, Planning and Development, Article II. Consultant Development 
Fees 
City Clerk Moeller reported that as staff began work to prepare a new land use / planning and 
zoning application fee schedule recommendation for the Council’s consideration, in consultation with 
the City Attorney, it became evident that substantial updates were necessary to City Code, Chapter 
26 (Planning and Development), Article II. Consultant Development Fees, to: 
 
• Allow for deposit of escrow to be required to defray costs incurred by the city for processing 

land use / planning and zoning applications;  
• To streamline the process for establishing, and in future, amending, escrow amounts required 

for applications; and 
• To simplify the administration of escrow deposits. 
 
Staff prepared the draft Ordinance No. 2017-04 for review and approval by the City Attorney.  
Simultaneously, staff has also prepared a proposal for amending the City’s land use application and 
planning and zoning fees.  The new fee proposal was prepared with intent to be more reflective of 
the City’s current staffing model and reliance on consultant services.  As the draft fee schedule 
utilizes deposit of escrow to assure costs and expenses incurred by the city in reviewing land use / 
planning and zoning applications, should the Council be in favor of moving forward with the fee 
changes proposed, an update of City Code, Chapter 26 (Planning and Development), Article II. 
Consultant Development Fees is required. 
 
Moeller noted that language in the existing Chapter 26, Article II currently includes an exception 
from escrow requirements for a development or application involving only one platted residential lot 
classified as a homestead property, for a noncommercial purpose, and located in a residential zoning 
district.  The draft Ordinance No. 2017-04 includes language maintaining this existing exception.  As 
an example, this would allow a homeowner seeking a variance from setback requirements to add an 
addition to their home for a noncommercial purpose to be responsible for a land use application fee 
only; however, a homeowner seeking a variance from setback requirements to construct an 
outbuilding for solely commercial purpose use would not be exempt. 
 
Staff published a public hearing notice in the April 8, 2017 edition of ‘The Pioneer’ newspaper in 
readiness for the City Council to hold a public hearing regarding draft Ordinance No. 2017-04 
amending Long Lake City Code, Chapter 26 (Planning and Development), Article II. Consultant 
Development Fees.  City Attorney Thames completed a review of the draft ordinance, and his 
suggestions for edit have been incorporated in the draft as presented to the Council. 
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Staff recommends the City Council hold the public hearing to hear comment regarding the draft 
ordinance, and upon conclusion of the hearing, consider a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2017-04. 
 
A motion was made by Dyvik, seconded by Skjaret, to open the public hearing at 6:58 pm.  Ayes:  
all. 
 
Council members discussed the proposed fee schedule changes in relationship to the ordinance 
amendments. 
 
No public comment was received regarding the proposed Ordinance. 
 
A motion was made by Dyvik, seconded by Jerde, to close the public hearing at 7:01 pm.  Ayes:  all. 
 
A motion was made by Schneider, seconded by Skjaret, to adopt Ordinance No. 2017-04 amending 
Chapter 26, Planning and Development, Article II. Consultant Development Fees, of the City Code of 
Ordinances. Ayes:  all. 
 
Resolution Amending Land Use Application Fee Schedule 
Moeller stated that recognizing the fees charged by the City for land use or planning and zoning 
related applications have not been reviewed for a number of years, at the direction of the Council, 
staff began researching land use application fees charged by area cities in preparation for 
developing a new fee schedule recommendation for the Council’s consideration. 
 
Moeller noted that Long Lake’s current land use/planning and zoning application fee schedule dates 
back to a time when the City had its own full-time planner on staff and consultant services were 
seldom utilized.  The full-time planner generally employed consultant services for assistance as-
needed in reviewing more complex applications or ordinance projects.  Long Lake’s current staffing 
model necessitates more reliance on consultant services, as a full-time planner is no longer in the 
City’s employ.  In reviewing land use/planning and zoning application fees charged by local cities, 
staff observed that deposit of escrow to assure cities are reimbursed for consultant services used 
was a more regular practice.   
 
Staff has prepared a proposal for amending the City’s land use application and planning and zoning 
fees.  A summary of current and proposed fee changes was included in meeting informational 
packets for the Council’s review.  Moeller added that the fee schedule proposed closely resembles 
the schedule utilized by the City of Maple Plain, which has a similar staffing structure and similarly 
relies on consultant services for qualified review of land use/planning and zoning applications. 
 
Resolution No. 2017-15 has been prepared for the Council’s consideration which would adopt the 
revised schedule proposed. 
 
Council reviewed the fees proposed and ultimately reflected that fee changes were necessary at this 
time to better address City costs incurred through these applications. 
 
A motion was made by Skjaret, seconded by Jerde, to adopt Resolution No. 2017-15 amending land 
use application and planning and zoning fees for inclusion in the City Fee Schedule.  Ayes:  all. 
 
Consider Adoption of Ordinance Amending the Long Lake Zoning Ordinance to Add 
Section 32A: Sexual Predator Residency Restrictions 
Moeller indicated that back in June 2015, in response to a lawsuit brought by a group of more than 
700 civilly committed sex offenders, a U.S. District Judge Donovan Frank ruled that Minnesota’s sex 
offender civil commitment program was essentially permanent confinement with no clear path to 
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release. Minnesota’s sex offender civil commitment program is a process whereby sex offenders can 
be confined through a civil court order either instead of prison or after an offender’s prison sentence 
is up.  In January 2017, a US Court of Appeals panel reversed the ruling and affirmed the 
constitutionality of Minnesota’s sex offender program; however, it is likely future reforms and 
changes in State law can be anticipated. 
 
Restricting a designated offender’s residency can be a condition of their probation or parole; 
however, if the person is no longer on probation or parole, the restrictions aren’t in effect.  The 
designation of a Risk Level I or Level II offender is not public information – knowledge that would 
be necessary for administration of an ordinance.  Risk Level III predatory offenders are those 
categorized as being of higher risk to reoffend, are subject to public disclosure community 
notifications, and are identified on a public website. 
 
With a growing awareness of Minnesota’s current sex offender program and a likelihood for state 
law to continue evolving; a number of Minnesota communities have opted to enact local ordinances 
establishing residency location restrictions for Level III designated sex offenders to protect the 
safety and welfare of their residents.  The common theme of these ordinances centers on 
prohibiting the residence of Level III offenders within certain distances of daycare centers, parks 
and schools.  Recently Long Lake’s neighbor cities of Orono and Maple Plain both adopted 
ordinances implementing residency restrictions for Level III predatory offenders. 
 
At the March 2 goal setting work session, Council directed staff to prepare an ordinance similar to 
that adopted by the City of Orono which would establish residency parameters for released Level III 
predatory offenders.  Staff prepared draft Ordinance No. 2017-03, which has been reviewed by the 
City Attorney.  There are two noteworthy differences from Orono’s ordinance model.  Orono’s 
ordinance implemented a 2,000 foot radius restriction from daycare centers, parks and schools.  A 
similar radius in Long Lake would essentially constitute a city-wide ban and would not be defensible.  
The City Attorney advised that a more defensible radius be considered to assure reasonable 
opportunity for rental or owner occupied housing may be present.  Maple Plain adopted a 750 foot 
radius restriction for that same reason.  For Long Lake, our draft ordinance proposes a 1,250 foot 
radius.  
 
The second difference is that as it was pointed out by the City Attorney, Orono’s adopted ordinance 
included an exception for Minnesota Department of Corrections facilities, which would allow a sex 
offender treatment facility to be exempt from ordinance requirements, and able to be located near a 
school, park or daycare center.  Understanding the ramifications of that exception, the draft 
ordinance prepared by staff for Long Lake does not include that exception.  
 
The Planning Commission held a public hearing on the draft ordinance at their April 11 meeting.  
They unanimously recommended the City Council approve the ordinance incorporating a 1,250 foot 
radius residency restriction.  No one was in attendance at the public hearing; however, staff did 
hear from one resident after the fact who was seeking more information about the draft ordinance.   
 
Moeller presented sample radius maps depicting the difference between adopting a 1,250 foot 
radius versus a 1,500 foot radius restriction, noting that the 1,500 foot radius did not appear to offer 
reasonable opportunity for housing within city limits.  In reviewing the draft ordinance, Moeller 
clarified also that the City Attorney noted it is possible State law changes in future may ultimately 
override local predatory offender residency restriction ordinances with updated State requirements. 
 
Mayor Schneider affirmed the Council’s awareness that the City’s neighbors and other local 
communities were implementing ordinances of this nature. 
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A motion was made by Schneider, seconded by Skjaret, to adopt Ordinance No. 2017-03 amending 
the City of Long Lake Zoning Ordinance to add Section 32A: Sexual Predator Residency Restrictions.  
Ayes:  all. 
 
Approve Establishment of Manual Utility Reading Fee 
Goehring reported that as the City is nearing the end of its water meter upgrade project, there are 
approximately 80 unscheduled addresses in the City that have not upgraded their water meters to 
the new automatic reading system.  
 
If residents do not schedule their free water meter upgrade, Public Works will be required to read 
each site manually. Staff is recommending that when a resident does not schedule for and upgrade 
their water meter, a $75 Manual Utility Reading Fee be added to their utility bill each quarter. This 
fee is comparable to the fee for Public Works to turn on water service to a property that has been 
disconnected due to non-payment. 
 
Unscheduled addresses within the City will be aware of this program through a final door posting 
and given a fair amount of time to schedule their upgrade. This program, along with the previously 
approved alternative, gives unscheduled residents three different options and will allow the City to 
finish the water meter upgrade project.  
 
Administrator Weske clarified that the fee would not be imposed on those “snowbirds” who have not 
yet returned and who have been working with staff.  He also reiterated that while the manual utility 
reading fee was primarily proposed to encourage those properties who have not responded to meter 
changeout mailings to do so, the manual utility reading fee could serve as a third option for those 
individuals who have concern about radio read technology in their homes.   
 
Council and staff discussed the fee proposed.  Weske advised that the $75 fee proposal is intended 
to take into account both the cost of Public Works and City Hall separately tracking and reading 
impacted properties, but also to account for the many other activities Public Works staff are taken 
away from in order to continue manual reading on a case by case basis.   
 
Mayor and Council continued discussion of the fee, the process of implementing a manual utility 
reading fee, and noted that a language barrier may have been a factor for some properties that 
have not yet responded to meter changeout requests.  Ultimately, Council reached a consensus that 
a $60 manual utility reading fee would be an acceptable alternative. 
 
Motion to approve the establishment of a Manual Utility Reading Fee of $60 per quarter to be 
assessed to those properties that do not schedule and upgrade to the Neptune automatic meter 
reading system, with the fee to be included in the City Fee Schedule effective July 1, 2017.  Ayes:  
all.  
 
County Road 112 / Wayzata Boulevard W Reconstruction Project Updates 
Mayor Schneider encouraged everyone to sign up for project updates or for the City Listserv to keep 
apprised of construction activities, and welcomed Goehring to add his comments from on-site 
observation. 
 
Goehring indicated that over the past week or so, the contractor has been tearing out concrete 
medians from Willow Drive to Brown Road in preparation for a lane shift.  For the remainder of the 
coming week, pavement removal on the north side and storm sewer work is anticipated to be 
underway.  Public Works will be keeping a close eye on watermain work when it begins in 
approximately two weeks.  At the beginning of the watermain work area near Well 2, there will be 



City Council Minutes 
April 18, 2017 
Page 7 
 
need to temporarily shut down residential services in a block by block fashion with notice given in 
advance.   
 
Mayor Schneider also mentioned that Goehring should feel welcome to contact inspectors from WSB 
& Associates if he deems it necessary during the infrastructure projects. 
 
Update Regarding WSB & Associates Proposals and Services 
Mayor Schneider stated that he and Administrator Weske have been working with Jason Wedel from 
WSB & Associates to put definition and documentation together regarding projects ongoing with 
WSB & Associates including Watertown Road punch list work, as well as clearly documenting the 
scope of their services to Long Lake.  He added that he and staff received notification City Engineer 
Chris LaBounty will be leaving WSB & Associates to take a position at the City of Minnetonka.  Jason 
Wedel, who previously served as Long Lake’s engineering consultant, will be acting as City Engineer 
in future. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Council Discussion – Council member Skjaret noted that moving forward, the Council has some 
major decisions ahead to be made regarding the County Road 112 project.  He called on staff to 
assure the Council is always compliant with statutory City rules.  As a statutory City with a weak 
Mayor, strong Council type of government, no one member individual has authority, but the Council 
has authority as a body.  He reflected that in the past, the Council held work sessions in the more 
casual setting of the conference room, and suggested revisiting that as a way for the Council to 
have a more relaxed exchange of ideas to work together. 
 
Cobra LED Lights – Council member Skjaret indicated that the cobra lights had been replaced with 
LED lights in his neighborhood, and commented that the light is softer and looks nice.  Mayor 
Schneider had received feedback about the lights as well, including comment that the brightness 
was appreciated, and conversely, that another thought the light was too bright.   
 
Ponds at Orono Orchard Road – Council member Dyvik had received an email from a resident 
expressing concern about the ponds at Orono Orchard Road, and dogs being walked off-leash 
harassing wildlife.  He asked staff what could be done to remedy the situation.  Goehring indicated 
that signage could be posted as a reminder of requirements.  Moeller added that she could send out 
reminders to dog owners in the next City newsletter.  Council and staff also discussed mowing and 
tree trimming in the area. 
 
Stormwater Pond Proposal at CR 112 / Old Long Lake Road – Council member Dyvik had 
received questions from citizens regarding the necessity of the proposed stormwater pond in the 
vicinity of County Road 112 and Old Long Lake Road.  He indicated he would like to receive more 
information about flow conditions both now and in future after project completion to better 
understand how project design will be impacting runoff.  Goehring responded that he could email 
some copies of storm sewer as-builts for information regarding current flow conditions for 
comparison with Phase 2 County Road 112 project plans once received.  Weske anticipated that 
Phase 2 plans are close to the 90% completion stage and at the time the County presents 90% 
plans to the City, he affirmed staff could request some detail be presented regarding runoff impacts 
in the affected area. 
 
Earth Day Cleanup on April 22 – Council member Jerde highlighted the Long Lake Earth Day 
Cleanup event to be held April 22 at Lakeside Wine & Spirits from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon.  
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Noise Variance for Construction – Weske advised that Eureka Construction has approached both 
Long Lake and Orono to request longer weekend construction activity noise hours.  Orono’s noise 
ordinance allows activity beginning at 8:00 am, and it is unlikely they would approve an earlier start; 
however, with Long Lake’s ordinance allowing at 9:00 am start time, a Noise Variance Permit would 
be required to allow an 8:00 am start throughout the project area.  Staff is expecting this application 
to be before the Council at their next meeting. 
 
Public Works Updates – Goehring reported that the Public Works Department will be focusing on 
finishing general installations at lift stations as approved last fall, now that placement issues have 
been resolved.  After that, Public Works will be focusing on park maintenance. 
 
City Clerk Updates – City Clerk Moeller offered the following updates: 
 
• Spring curbside leaf pickup dates are scheduled for Tuesday, April 25 and Tuesday, May 2. 

 
• Long Lake residents are welcome to participate in Orono’s Spring Cleanup Day at Orono Public 

Works.  The event flier with a complete list of items to be accepted is posted on the City’s 
website.  
 

• Moeller sought Council direction for scheduling the annual City Wide Garage Sales event in 2017.  
Mayor Schneider suggested considering scheduling the dates in the week prior to the 
SummerFest type event anticipated for the weekend of July 22. 

 
City Goals – Mayor Schneider complimented Council member Jerde on her suggestion to post the 
City Goals list online.  The 2017-2018 City Goals are now on the City’s website, and incorporate 
feedback and goals from all City Boards and Commissions.  He encouraged everyone to view and 
see what the City will be working towards over the next few years. 
 
Gardening Contest – Mayor Schneider has learned that the business community and Long Lake 
Area Chamber of Commerce is putting together a gardening contest that will likely involve business 
gardens, flower gardens, vegetable gardens, and prize awards.  More information will be shared as 
it becomes available. 
 
Project Updates / Listserv Reminder – As a final reminder, Mayor Schneider continued to 
encourage everyone to sign up for County Road 112 project updates and/or for City Listserv 
updates. 
 
ADJOURN 
A motion was made by Skjaret, seconded by Jerde, to adjourn the meeting.  Ayes:  all.  Mayor 
Schneider adjourned the meeting at 7:53 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jeanette Moeller 
City Clerk 


