
 
 
 
 

MINUTES 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

April 4, 2017 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm.  
 
Present:   Mayor: Marty Schneider; Council: Tom Skjaret, Jahn Dyvik, Michelle Jerde, and 

Kurt Kaminski 
 
Staff Present:   City Administrator: Scott Weske; Public Works Director: Jason Goehring; and 

City Clerk: Jeanette Moeller 
 
Absent:   None 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS - LONG LAKE NEWS, MEETING REVIEW AND UPDATES 
Mayor Schneider offered the following comments and updates: 
 
Preparation for County Road 112 Phase 1 construction is underway as utility marking and other 
activities have begun.  According to Hennepin County project staff and the project contractor, 
Eureka Construction, the official date for the start of construction is April 10.   
 
On Wednesday, April 12, the public is invited to attend the Long Lake Area Chamber of Commerce 
general business meeting and luncheon to be held at Fire Station 1 beginning at 12:00 noon.  The 
meeting will focus on a “construction kickoff”, with Hennepin County project staff presenting and 
representatives of the contractor in attendance as well.  The presentation will share information 
regarding the initial project timeline, detouring plans, and answer logistical questions pertinent to 
this first phase of construction. 
 
The first annual Long Lake Earth Day Cleanup event has been scheduled to take place on Saturday, 
April 22 from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon.  Participants will meet at Lakeside Wine & Spirits, enjoy light 
refreshments, and then will spread out around parks, lakeshore areas, and community gathering 
spaces.  Trash bags for the cleanup efforts are anticipated to be provided by Hennepin County and 
local businesses. 
 
The ‘Lakeshore Weekly’ published a substantial recap of information and events following the 
County Road 112 pre-construction open house held on March 23.  The article includes information 
regarding specific project contacts for concerned residents and businesses to speak with about 
detouring or other project concerns.  Mayor Schneider also strongly encouraged everyone to register 
for the Long Lake City Listserv email subscriber list.  It is easy to register for, and City staff will be 
sending out community news including all County Road 112 project releases received via Listserv 
emails. 
 
The Chamber of Commerce is continuing in their plans to restart a SummerFest type event in Nelson 
Lakeside Park to be held July 21 and 22.  The event would be a partnership including participation 
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by the Orono Lions Club and Orono Rotary Club as well.  There also continues to be discussion of 
planning community activities surrounding the weekend of SuperBowl 2018. 
 
The Council is continuing to work towards finalizing results of their recent goal setting exercise with 
with the intent of having a final goals summary published on the City’s website. 
 
APPROVE AGENDA 
A motion was made by Dyvik, seconded by Jerde, to approve the Agenda as presented.  Ayes:  all. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
The Consent Agenda consisted of: 

A. Approve Minutes of March 21, 2017 City Council Meeting 
B. Receive Unofficial Draft Minutes of March 28, 2017 Park Board Meeting 
C. Approve Vendor Claims and Payroll 

 
A motion was made by Skjaret, seconded by Kaminski, to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented.  Ayes:  all. 
 
OPEN CORRESPONDENCE 
No one appeared to address the City Council during Open Correspondence. 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS 
 
Public Hearing: Adoption of Canada Goose Management Plan 
Public Works Director Goehring indicated that adoption of a formal Canada Goose Management Plan 
is required by the Department of Natural Resources to remove live birds from any given area. The 
City was given a variance for the 2016 season to allow time for the creation and approval of the 
plan. During the 2016 season, the City contracted with Canada Goose Management and removed 48 
birds from Nelson Lakeside Park.  
 
The plan must consist of the following items: 
 

• Goose population estimate; 
• Goose population goal; 
• A public involvement process to allow citizen discussion/input; and 
• A written plan to achieve and maintain the population goal. 

 
The purpose of the public hearing is to allow opportunity for public comment and input regarding 
the proposed plan.  Upon conclusion of the public hearing, staff is recommending the City Council 
consider a motion to adopt the Canada Goose Management Plan as proposed.  The plan must be 
completed by April 30, 2017 to be eligible to apply for goose removal permits. 
 
In the past, the previous Public Works Director would contract for live bird removal every few years; 
however, Goehring noted that bird removal is only one tool available to be utilized.  As more cities 
have been getting involved in goose management, the DNR adopted regulations requiring cities to 
have a Canada Goose Management Plan adopted and in place prior to engaging in goose 
management activities, subject to the DNR’s plan approval.  The DNR prepared a Canada Goose 
Management Plan for cities to work with, allowing cities to customize their plans by inputting 
information that relates directly to their priority areas of concern and management needs.  The plan 
proposed by staff for Long Lake is geared towards Nelson Lakeside Park beach and lawn areas, but 
also states that goose management efforts may be undertaken in other public parks and public 
spaces if the need to do so is identified by staff.  He confirmed that private land would be outside 
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the scope of the plan document.  The plan also includes requirements for reporting activities to the 
DNR. 
 
Council and staff discussed the variety of measures the plan includes that may be employed to 
manage the goose population, including plantings, coloring eggs, and live bird removal.  Goehring 
also noted that Public Works staff will be increasing beach raking efforts in 2017. 
 
Council member Jerde emphasized the importance of using methods beyond live bird removal to 
deter the goose population from occupying the park.  
 
A motion was made by Skjaret, seconded by Dyvik, to open the public hearing.  Ayes:  all.  Mayor 
Schneider opened the public hearing at 6:55 pm. 
 
Hearing no public comment, a motion was made by Dyvik, seconded by Skjaret, to close the public 
hearing.  Ayes:  all.  Mayor Schneider closed the public hearing at 6:56 pm. 
 
A motion was made by Dyvik, seconded by Kaminski, to adopt the Canada Goose Management Plan 
and authorize staff to submit the final plan to the Department of Natural Resources.  Ayes:  all. 
 
Award Lawn Maintenance Service Contract for 2017 
Goehring reported that the City has contracted out its lawn maintenance services for many years 
due to limited staff.  Public Works prepared and sent out a Request for Proposals to numerous lawn 
service companies.  Sealed bids were received from four bidders and opened on March 28 at 11:00 
am.  A copy of the bid tabulation was included in Council member meeting informational packets for 
reference. 
 
Witts End Landscaping and Shaughnessy Lawn Care are the apparent low bidders for the general 
mowing which consists of sites A through I for a fee of $13,000.00. Both lawn service providers also 
submitted a quote for Option #1, mowing of Long Lake Fire Station #1 at $1,500. The total for 
areas A thru I plus Option #1 is $14,500. 
 
It should be noted that the City has contracted with Shaughnessy Lawn Care for the City’s lawn 
maintenance services in the past and has experienced some dissatisfaction with the level of service 
provided. Previous dissatisfaction along with an average reference of previous work warrants 
denying the contract.  
 
Witts End Landscaping is a full service lawn and landscape company that offers many additional 
services beyond mowing grass. Witts End Landscaping manages over 70 acres of turfgrass across 14 
properties owned by Marathon Management of Eden Prairie, MN. The staff at Marathon 
Management spoke highly of the lawn crew of Witts End Landscaping, stating that they were 
detailed, hard workers, and had great communication skills during their working relationship. 
Additionally, Witts End Landscaping was hired last summer to install the drainage system under the 
new playground at Nelson Lakeside Park and they did an excellent job following the specifications 
brought forth to them.  
 
After a reference check on both lawn service providers and reviewing previous performance, staff is 
recommending that the 2017 Lawn Maintenance Service Contract be awarded to Witts End 
Landscaping. Goehring indicated he will clearly communicate service-level expectations and will be 
evaluating the work on an on-going basis to be sure the contractor is meeting contractual and 
performance standards requirements.  
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Goehring and Administrator Weske provided further information regarding performance issues 
experienced in past years when contracting with Shaughnessy Lawn Care. 
 
Council member Skjaret noted that Witts End Landscaping had also included an optional offer to 
complete the contract lawn maintenance service work for the same price for a second year.  Council 
and staff discussed giving consideration to the offer proposed by Witts End pending a review of their 
work performance. 
 
A motion was made by Skjaret, seconded by Jerde, to award the 2017 Lawn Maintenance Service 
Contract to Witts End Landscaping of Maple Lake, MN, maintaining areas A through I as described in 
the RFP, including Option #1, for a total contract cost of $14,500; and to consider accepting the 
offer extended by Witts End Landscaping for a second year of service at same contract pricing 
pending a late summer evaluation of work performed.  Ayes:  all. 
 
County Road 112 Reconstruction Project – Phase 1 Logistics and Updates 
By way of introduction, Weske advised that construction activities will be progressing over the next 
week or two.  He referenced the upcoming April 12 Chamber of Commerce meeting, at which 
further updates are expected to be presented. 
 
Mayor Schneider indicated that many individuals had appeared at the March 23 pre-construction 
open house and there had been opportunity for raising comments and concerns.  One comment 
received from a few individuals related to the trail being placed on the north side of County Road 
112 versus the south side, with concern expressed over pedestrian safety as pedestrians cross 
County Road 112 from neighborhood areas to access the new trail.  Mayor Schneider stated that 
efforts will be taken to ensure all phases of construction are safe for the community.  A big driving 
factor for the movement of the trail to the north side of the road was that it would allow for a 
temporary lane to be constructed, thereby maintaining two-way traffic through the duration of 
Phase 1 and Phase 2 construction.  Some also voiced concern over the monument signs and the 
cost associated with their construction.  Beyond the March 23 meeting, Mayor Schneider added that 
County project staff have tried to be very proactive, involved, and available to the community.  
Dedicated project staff including County project liaison Nick Kim have been employed and will be 
available through the project’s duration.  The County has established a website specific to the 
County Road 112 construction project, which also offers an opportunity to sign up for updates and 
alerts.  The City Listserv is also available and will be sharing any project updates/alerts issued by the 
County team.  Questions will be welcomed by both City staff and Council members as well 
throughout the project. 
 
Mayor and Council discussed the costs associated with potentially removing trees from the 
landscaped berm for relocation to other public spaces. 
 
Goehring commented that utility marking had made it evident that there are areas of the berm 
where tree removal would not be advisable due to the number of utility lines running underneath 
them.  In particular, there is an area where three Xcel Energy lines are currently located.  Goehring 
described the trees and their varieties, identifying which trees could be worth saving for relocation.  
If relocating any trees, he would recommend planting them right away beginning with plantings in 
Dexter Park.   
 
Council and staff discussed the costs associated with tree relocation, the landscaping budget 
included in the project agreement, and areas where trees could be replanted. 
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A motion was made by Skjaret, seconded by Kaminski, to direct Public Works to identify and 
relocate up to six of the best candidate trees for replanting in City parks and locations deemed most 
appropriate by the Public Works Director.  Ayes:  all. 
 
Council member Dyvik mentioned that he assumed the old wooden “Long Lake” welcome sign at the 
east end of the project area would have to be removed for construction.  He proposed that it be 
reinstalled in the future closer to the City boundary in the vicinity of Old Long Lake Road.  Mayor 
and Council were in favor of this idea.  It was suggested that staff remove the sign as soon as 
possible. 
 
Goehring responded that Public Works has the equipment to remove and reinstall the sign, and to 
store it in the Public Works building while project construction is ongoing. 
 
Selection of Monument Sign Verbiage 
Mayor Schneider stated that the City Council had held off on making a final decision on the verbiage 
to be engraved on the two monument signs, and instead, opted to present three engraving options 
for public input at the March 23 pre-construction open house.  The three options were: 
 
Option 1 -- Long Lake, Village Center, Hennepin County 
Option 2 -- City of Long Lake, Established 1906 
Option 3 -- Long Lake, City Center, Hennepin County 
 
Mayor Schneider revealed the results of the voting board from the March 23 meeting and showed 
that the vast majority of votes cast were in favor of Option 2.   
 
Council member Dyvik sought confirmation that the County was no longer pushing for “Hennepin 
County” to be engraved on the sign.  Weske replied that Kristy Morter, Hennepin County, had said 
“Hennepin County” did not have to be engraved on the sign in a conversation three weeks ago.  
Mayor Schneider added that he had seen members of the Hennepin County project staff team vote 
for Option 2 as well. 
 
A motion was made by Skjaret, seconded by Jerde, to direct staff to communicate to the vendor 
that the City has selected Option 2, “City of Long Lake, Established 1906”, to be engraved on both 
the east and west monument signs.  Ayes:  all. 
 
Review and Summary of City of Long Lake 2017-2018 Goals 
Mayor Schneider recalled that back on March 2, the City Council held a Special Work Session 
Meeting for a goal setting exercise, with participation by Planning Commission, Park Board, and 
Economic Development Authority members.  Following the very productive meeting, the Council 
sought a little further clarification from the Planning Commission regarding their goals, and 
encouraged the Park Board to identify some of their primary goals as well.  From that exercise and 
subsequent meetings, staff prepared a summary list of 2017-2018 City goals for review.  The intent 
would be to highlight the goals list on the City website.  He inquired whether Council members had 
amendments or additions to the list. 
 
Council member Kaminski referenced the goal pertaining to the installation of a bicycle repair station 
in Hardin Park, and commented on an email he had received from a business owner who was not 
supportive of that item at this time.  Council member Skjaret clarified that he had met with the 
specific business owner and that their position had been more that they would not be interested in 
supporting the project financially.  Mayor Schneider added that he had looked into the terms of the 
BDI grant received by the EDA and it appears funding the bicycle repair station could fall into the 
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context of the grant, with estimated costs to be about $1,300 plus the contribution of Public Works 
staff time to the project. 
 
Further discussion was held regarding lighting of the Luce Line Trail trestle bridge, noting that the 
bridge does not fully lie in Long Lake, and that the care facility on the other side of the bridge may 
have comment or reaction to a lighting proposal. 
 
City Clerk Moeller stated that in preparing the goals summary list, she had attempted to create a list 
inclusive of all goal setting discussions held thus far, categorized in a user-friendly format for ease of 
public access. 
 
Council member Dyvik indicated that a high priority for him is to continue to forge ahead with 
progress on developing the Virginia Avenue property, included as a goal under the Development and 
Redevelopment heading. 
 
Mayor Schneider noted that under the Development and Redevelopment heading, he would like to 
see a bullet point added for EDA implementation of the BDI grant.  In a separate stand-alone 
category, he would like to add items for enhancing citizen involvement and input; developing a way 
to recognize accomplishments by community members; and continuing communications efforts. 
 
Mayor Schneider thanked the City Council and all who participated in contributing to the goal setting 
exercise. 
 
Update Regarding Proposed Land Use Application Fee Schedule Revisions 
City Clerk Moeller indicated that upon review of current City Code provisions pertaining to the 
reimbursement of city consultant costs incurred through the review of land use and planning and 
zoning applications; in consult with the City Attorney, it became evident that ordinance updates 
were necessary to allow the Council to consider implementing a revised fee schedule including 
escrow deposit requirements for land use/planning and zoning applications.  Staff prepared a public 
hearing notice meeting publication and notification requirements to allow the Council to consider 
amendments to City Code at their next meeting, and will be drafting an ordinance for the Council’s 
review and consideration of adoption at said meeting.   
 
Mayor Schneider suggested that Moeller send the land use application fee comparison and proposal 
distributed previously to Council members via email in preparation for that upcoming meeting.  
Mayor and Council were in favor of discussing the fee proposal at their April 18 meeting as well. 
 
Moeller affirmed that she would email the fee comparison and proposal as requested, and would 
prepare a resolution to adopt revised land use and planning and zoning application fees for the 
Council’s consideration, to follow review and action upon the draft ordinance and City Code 
amendment.   
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Dan MacDonald, 335 Russell Lane – Mr. MacDonald referred back to the Council’s earlier 
discussion regarding moving the older wooden Long Lake welcoming signage, and noted there is a 
highway style Long Lake sign in close proximity to the area that the east end sign is proposed to be 
moved to.  Council member Dyvik added that this would actually be consistent with signage at the 
western City boundard. 
 
Cleanup Events – Council member Kaminski sought clarification on what items may be disposed of 
at upcoming cleanup events.  Mayor Schneider replied that the April 22 Earth Day Cleanup will 
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involve public participation in cleaning up park and shared community areas; however, the April 29 
annual Spring Cleanup Day would allow residents to bring items for dispose to the Orono Public 
Works facility.  Both event fliers were displayed via the camera and projector for further clarity.  
Regarding the April 29 Spring Cleanup Day collection event, Council member Skjaret noted that in 
past years, the Orono Rotary Club has been at the event to collect used bicycles for repair and 
repurposing.  Council member Skjaret encouraged those disposing of bicycles to give them to Orono 
Rotary versus disposing of them so that bicycles may be recycled and repurposed. 
 
Communication of Updates – Council member Skjaret complimented Wayzata Police Chief 
Risvold for sending email blasts keeping Council members informed of public safety updates.  He 
also expressed appreciation to Administrator Weske for reviving weekly administrative updates to 
Council members. 
 
Hardin Park Bicycle Repair Station – Council member Skjaret had researched costs associated 
with purchase and installation of a bicycle repair station.  For those unfamiliar with their setup, he 
described that the bicycle repair station consists of a 4’ x 6’ or 5’ x 8’ concrete pad with a stand on it 
containing tools that would allow cyclists to make repairs, a mount to raise a bicycle up to make 
repairs, and a bicycle pump.  He noted that he observes a lot of cyclists stopping in Hardin Park to 
refill water bottles.  Reviewing vendor products for bicycle repair stations, he anticipated the cost 
would be about $1,345 with accessories included.  Council member Skjaret would be in favor of 
making a motion or giving direction to staff to pursue obtaining a final equipment quote from a 
vendor and securing funds for the purchase to move forward with installation of a bicycle repair 
station in Hardin Park during the summer.  Mayor Schneider indicated that once a final price is 
obtained, either he or staff could run the estimate by the County to make certain the purchase 
would fit within the criteria for the BDI grant previously issued.  He added that it was his 
understanding the purchase would fall within the parameters of the grant. 
 
Administrative Engineering Services Proposals – Council member Skjaret recalled that back in 
March, the Council had tabled action on administrative engineering services proposals, and with the 
County Road 112 project beginning, he asked whether the Council could give direction to WSB & 
Associates as to what the Council is looking for in order to assure engineering services are in place.  
Mayor Schneider responded and said that shortly after the Council’s action to table the proposals, he 
had spoken with County Road 112 Phase 1 project manager Paul Backer, and subsequently had 
discussions with the chief inspector assigned to the project as well as with Public Works Director 
Goehring.  County project staff indicated that it is up to the City as to how much oversight and 
supervision the City desires on certain aspects of the project, and their experience from past 
projects is that this would not require someone to be on site to the level proposed by WSB initially.  
Reaching out to Goehring, Goehring indicated a willingness to be involved in oversight with 
assistance from WSB on an as needed basis.  Further, Mayor Schneider and staff met with WSB & 
Associates staff Chris LaBounty, Addison Lewis, and new liaison Jason Wedel.  He is working with 
Mr. Wedel to obtain a scope of services not just for County Road 112 project oversight, but also, 
with a goal of receiving a complete summary of WSB & Associates services and proposals for the 
Council to review at an upcoming work session.  Discussion has also been held regarding the 
required Comprehensive Plan update project.  Mayor Schneider had reached out to Metropolitan 
Council and was in receipt of a list of basic requirements that need to be satisfied for a 
Comprehensive Plan update.  Mayor Schneider returned the focus back to County Road 112 project 
oversight, and Goehring confirmed that his plan is to be as involved as possible.  He has been taking 
photos of major intersections in preparation for the project start, and his attitude will be a “hands 
on” one through project construction.  Council member Skjaret added that as meetings come up to 
discuss these types of Council interest items, he is fortunate to have a flexible schedule and asked 
that the Administrator or someone keep him apprised of meeting opportunities as it can be great to 
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have another set of eyes and ears in a meeting, and he has an interest in participating in these 
types of conversations. 
 
Park Equipment – Council member Dyvik stated he had just received a text message during the 
meeting from his wife notifying him that someone had left a makeshift seat set up for the zip line at 
Nelson Lakeside Park, and his daughter had used it and been injured.  Goehring indicated he would 
go down to the park after the meeting to remove it.  Last winter, staff had received a call that the 
zip line was recalled and a replacement would be brought out.  He is continuing to pursue the 
vendor to install the proper replacement.  Mayor Schneider suggested temporarily taking measures 
to prevent any access to the zip line equipment until the proper replacement can be installed. 
 
Door to Door Inspector – Council member Dyvik indicated that a gentleman had come to his 
house to take photos of his property, and he was uncertain whether it was in relation to the County 
Road 112 project.  Council member Kaminski confirmed he had been visited similarly.  Mayor 
Schneider had not been aware the County was sending anyone around to do so.   
 
Earth Day Cleanup Event – Council member Jerde encouraged attendance at the April 22 Earth 
Day Cleanup event planned, as it will be a great community engagement opportunity. 
 
Storage Agreements – Weske stated that about a month ago, he and Goehring had met with 
Wayzata’s Administrator and Public Works Director to work on formalizing an agreement to put 
value and definition to Wayzata’s use of storage space at Long Lake’s Public Works building.  Weske 
is anticipating receiving a draft in a week or two.  Also, West Hennepin Public Safety had also 
contacted Long Lake to inquire about storage space for a responder vehicle in Long Lake Public 
Works.  Following up on that initial contact, staff learned the vehicle is being stored at 
Independence Public Works. 
 
City Clerk Updates – City Clerk Moeller offered the following updates: 
 
• Spring curbside leaf pickup dates are scheduled for Tuesday, April 25 and Tuesday, May 2. 

 
• A press release has been prepared announcing the opening on the Planning Commission created 

by the resignation of Commission member Erickson.  Applications are now being accepted. 
 

• The annual Long Lake Firefighters Relief Association Pancake and All You Can Eat French Toast 
Breakfast will be held at Long Lake Fire Station 2 on Sunday, April 9 from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm. 
 

• The Park Board has prepared an online community survey that will soon be advertised in City 
communications. 

 
Listserv Reminder – Mayor Schneider repeated his encouragement to the community to sign up 
for the City Listserv.  He noted that when registering, be sure to check the option for receiving both 
meeting agendas and community notifications to assure you receive meeting agendas as well as 
County Road 112 project updates and general community news items.  He also asked that City Clerk 
Moeller send out a Listserv message regarding the upcoming April 12 Chamber of Commerce 
meeting and County project presentation. 
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ADJOURN 
A motion was made by Kaminski, seconded by Skjaret, to adjourn the meeting.  Ayes:  all.  Mayor 
Schneider adjourned the meeting at 8:15 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jeanette Moeller 
City Clerk 


